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Abstract:
Background: Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is a global challenge in both developed and developing countries

of the world. The AMR situation has worsen with the ongoing coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) pandemic due

to widespread inappropriate use of antimicrobials, and to many other factors associated with the pandemic

response.

Purpose: The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the global and national challenges of AMR, and present

the framework for implementing Antimicrobial Stewardship (AMS) program in LAUTECH Teaching Hospital,

Nigeria, as a means of tackling the menace of AMR in its facility, amidst the present COVID-19 pandemic.

Methodology: The Global Point Prevalence Survey (G-PPS) and the WHO AMS assessment tools were used for

situtation analysis of the AMS program of the hospital, in order to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities

and threats (SWOT) to the program implemetation.

Results: The WHO AMS assessment revealed; willingness of the hospital leadership to support AMS program,

presence of functional Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) program and staff enthusiasm as strengths;

presence of AMR National Action Plan (NAP), National Antimicrobial Stewardship Working Group (ASWG), and

access to free G-PPS as opportunities, while poor funding and lack of trained personnel as weaknesses, and

industrial disharmony and onging COVID-19 pandemic as threats.

Conclusion: AMR is a global health crisis that requires concerted efforts and action plans at global, national,

care facility and community levels to tackle the challenges posed by this entity. Nigeria has developed NAP to

combat the AMR challenges in the country. LAUTECH Teaching Hospital is, through SWOT analysis, currently

developing a framework for implementing AMS program required to manage and monitor appropriate use of

antimicrobials as one means of tackling the menace of AMR.
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