
In the face of accelerating climate change and growing environmental instability, the financial sector plays a
pivotal role in steering society toward sustainability. This presentation explores the critical intersection of
climate risk and financial risk, underscoring why investors must care about the global transition to a low-
carbon economy. With a focus on sustainable finance and macro stewardship, the talk outlines how capital
markets—valued at $456 trillion—can be mobilized to meet the $110 trillion transition cost to net-zero by
2050.

The session covers the fundamentals of sustainable finance, including the integration of ESG factors into
investment decisions, the impact of physical, transition, and litigation risks, and the emerging evidence that
ESG performance enhances financial returns. It further examines systemic challenges such as regulatory
inconsistencies, greenwashing, and structural incentives within the financial system that hinder progress.

The presentation concludes with a call to action: finance professionals and future leaders must be bold,
curious, and impactful in reshaping investment practices and driving systemic change. Sustainable finance is
not a trade-off between profit and purpose—it is the foundation for long-term value creation and global
resilience.
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