
This paper approaches the role of intentional action in brain-computer interface (BCI) tool use to allow
for an ethical discourse regarding the development and usage of neurotechnology. The exploration of
mental actions and user control in BCI tool use brings us closer to understanding the philosophical
underpinnings of intentions and agency for BCI-mediated actions. The author presents that under some
theories of intentional action, certain BCI-mediated overt movements qualify as both voluntary and
unintentional. This plausibly magnifies the ethical considerations surrounding BCI tool use. This problem
is referred by the author as the contemplation conundrum. Thus, the paper proposes research scope for
the neural correlates of intention formation and the neural correlates of imagination aimed at clarifying
implementational control and safeguarding privacy of thought in BCI tool use.
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