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Background: Lesotho has been ranked among the top 30 high TB burden countries; however 
the prevalence of lung cancer in Lesotho has been ranked fifth among the top 5 cancers in men. 
This seemingly lower prevalence of lung cancer could be masked by the fact that there are a 
number of cancer cases among TB patients that remains undiagnosed. 
Methods : A cross-sectional study was done at the 3 TB centers; Queen Elizabeth II hospital, 
St. Joseph’s Hospital and Senkatana clinic  to investigate the prevalence of lung cancer among 
patients with TB. Questionnaires, where socio-demographic data was gathered, including smoking 
history, occupation, method of cooking in their homes were used. The clinical characteristics that 
patients presented with were also recorded. 
Results: Among patients who were aged 55 and above, 7 (6.5%) patients had smoking history of 
more than 30 pack-years. These patients also had family history of lung disease and had worked 
in the mines or factory in the past. The 7 patients also presented with more than 90% of the 
clinical symptoms under investigation. Conclusion: It is recommended that Lesotho patients with 
active TB infection, greater or equal to 55 years of age with a smoking history of greater or equal 
to 30 pack years to be assessed with computed tomography (CT) for underlying malignancy prior 
to beginning tuberculosis treatment, even in the presence of a clinical or microbiologic diagnosis 
of tuberculosis.
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