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Tooth decay is a behavioral and infectious disease with a considerable medical-social 
significance, with worldwide-scale distribution. This multifactorial destructive disorder of 

hard teeth tissues has as a consequence disturbance of the masticatory function, related to 
deterioration of the common health state in long term. Conditions such as insufficient oral hygiene 
care on individual and professional level, local plaque-retentive factors such as orthodontic 
anomalies and defects, as well as not properly contoured restorations, suppression of local 
immunity mechanisms, disfunction of salivary glands, related to xerostomia, are determined 
as etiological factors for gingivitis. The inflammatory disease of the gingival tissues can result 
in multiaspect deterioration of oral and overall physical health. The purpose of the study is to 
be performed a literature review of the prevention and management of the risk for oral-dental 
disorders of caries and gingivitis in childhood. A large number of scientific resources have 
been investigated for the aim of the study. The results of the investigation are represented and 
summerized in the scope of illustration of health-associated factors and parameters in childhood, 
as well as relationships between oral-dental health and common health in children. There have 
been investigated etiological factors, risk and protective mechnisms for tooth decay and markers 
in relation to the control of gingival health. There has been accentuated on the affliction of the 
common health in condition of oral-dental disorders. Multifactorial impacts upon management 
and control of oral-dental health in children have been analized. The literature review ascertains 
the great significance of the role of prevention for proper, adequate and efficient management of 
tooth decay and gingivitis in children.
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