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More than half of the global poor population lives in the low elevation coastal areas, in the 
deltas chosen for the available resources. Immense ecosystem services (ES) in delta 

regions are in support to huge populations. In the Anthropocene, increasing exposure to climatic 
stresses led to degradation of ES, with adverse impact on the local economy and livelihood.
Indian Sundarban Delta (ISD) is part of the entire Mangrove Ecosystem of the Ganges-
Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) delta, formed by huge sediment discharge of those three rivers, on 
the north of the Bay of Bengal. The ISD was declared as the World Heritage Site by UNESCO, 
Biosphere Reserve by Government of India, and recently as Ramsar Site (no. 2370).
The delta population is dependent on the traditional practices with available ecosystem goods 
which regulates their wellbeing: provide food, housing, income, etc. The changing climate 
parameters are planting stress on their life and livelihood. In exceptional cases their indigenous 
coping practices help in overcoming this kind of adverse condition. But, mostly, they are 
unsuccessful and in search of further opportunities to overcome the stress. While people are 
losing income for degraded ecosystem services and trying to cope, lack of job opportunities 
and alternate skills provoke them to migrate from their origin. This complex interlinkage is rarely 
addressed in the global climate assessment reports.
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